Flow Cytometrist

The Partners AIDS Research Center and Division of Experimental Hematology at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA, has an opening for a full time Flow Cytometry Operator.  The Center is led by Bruce Walker and David Scadden and is a core component of a NIH-funded Center for AIDS Research (CFAR).  With many clinical and research components, the lab has a multi-faceted role in combating the global spread and treatment of HIV/AIDS.  There are many collaborations both across the Harvard Medical School campuses and internationally.  The lab is also a leader in hematopoietic stem cell research, and this research interest forms the second major research focus of the lab.  The lab routinely publishes manuscripts in high profile journals, and credit is given to all members of the scientific team.   Attendance of lectures and meetings is actively encouraged, and is a major part of the collaborative research spirit that exists within the lab.

You will be responsible for the operation and maintenance of a 3 laser Becton Dickinson Vantage w/ turbosort option.  The majority (>90%) of sorts are sterile.  Biohazard sorting of live HIV and HCV is required, and all safety precautions possible have been implemented and tested.  A three tiered system of protection is in place to ensure the safest environment possible for this work.  You will also be responsible for upkeep and operation of 3 FACSCaliburs, two in BL2 environments, and a third in a BL2+/BL3 level environment.  These machines are routinely used by over 60 scientists from different departments (HIV/AIDS, Cancer Center, Neurogenetics, Radiology, Transplant Biology, Pathology, Immunology, Pediatrics, and others).  A course to instruct new users in their operation has been developed and you will be responsible for teaching new users at least once every 2 months.  Additional classes, such as teaching cytokine secretion assays or cell cycle analysis techniques, have also been developed and you will be responsible for teaching these approximately 1-2 times per year as well.  Administrative responsibilities include charging for use of the FACSCaliburs, for sorting, and making sure supplies for the flow cytometry core are ordered and maintained.  Additionally, trouble shooting and interacting on a day-to-day basis with users will most likely be frequent.

You will also be expected to collaborate with all people in the research center in designing experiments and, when appropriate, designing new techniques to study both HIV/AIDS and stem cell biology.   For interested candidates, the development of an independent research project in HIV/AIDS or stem cell biology is encouraged.  Also, the learning of new techniques other than those restricted to flow cytometry (molecular, etc) is encouraged and available if desired.  This job is strictly research-oriented, with no routine processing of any clinical samples.

Minimally a BS, MS or equivalent degree is required.  Experience in use of multi-color flow cytometry and sterile cell sorting is required. The successful candidate should have competent research and strong computer skills including knowledge of Macintosh computers and use of BD Cell Quest software and separate DNA analysis software. Excellent communication skills, a desire to provide competent support to facility users with multiple research interests and diverse backgrounds and a dedication to scientific discovery are highly valued. Projected start date will be 1 May 2002, with some flexibility around this date if necessary.

Salary will commensurate with experience and qualifications.  Send CV, letter of interest [and salary requirements] to:

Douglas P. Olson 

Experimental Hematology/Partners AIDS Research Center

Massachusetts General Hospital

Harvard Medical School

149 13th Street

Boston, MA 02129

(617)724-2668 - Phone

(617)726-4691 - Fax

Dolson4@partners.org - Email
Equal Opportunity Employer

